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Contact:  Maureen Hollocker
Great Start Collaborative
08568 Mercer Blvd.
Charlevoix, MI 49720
Tel:  231.582.8070

												October 1, 2011
PRESS RELEASE
Great Start awards preschool scholarships to families in need
The Great Start Collaborative has awarded 10 tuition based preschool scholarships to families in need across the Charlevoix, Emmet, and Northern Antrim Counties. These families had applied for free preschools through Head Start and Great Start Readiness Program, but due to capacity, were not accepted. Through the help of grants, monetary donations, and in-kind donations from businesses, Great Start is able to send these children to tuition based preschools throughout the region.  
The families were notified of the scholarship awards in mid-September and the young students will start attending their preschools in the beginning of October 2011.  When one of the scholarship families came in to fill out their paperwork, she said her daughter had been so disappointed when the family had told her they would be unable to send her to preschool due to financial hardship. Upon hearing the great news of the scholarship, her daughter exclaimed, “Great, now I can be like Sid the Science Kid!”  
Educational and economic research shows that investing in school preparedness for low-income children prevents needless public spending and produces payoffs in K-12, government programs, and the private sector. Conversely, not investing in or cutting programs that produce school readiness results in increased spending and lost benefits. The Wilder Research analysis can be viewed on The Great Start Collaborative website: http://greatstartforkids.org/sites/default/files/file/Smmary_ECIC_Wilder%20Study.pdf.
“This is not only great news for the recipients of the scholarship; this is great news for our entire community! It shows our community is invested in supporting families as they raise their young children to succeed in school and in life,” said Maureen Hollocker, Great Start Collaborative Director.
The Great Start Collaborative and Charlevoix-Emmet ISD would like to acknowledge the following businesses and organizations for their generosity and understanding about the importance of investing in early education locally:
Grant Donors:							In Kind Donations:
Consumer's Energy							Boyne River Inn, Boyne City
Early Childhood Investment Corporation				Cherry Republic, Charlevoix	 
The Frey Foundation						Coca Cola Enterprises, Harbor Springs 
PNC Bank								Divine Flavors, Conway					
Preston Feather of Petoskey						Great Start Parent Coalition, Charlevoix, Emmet, N. Antrim
Women's Resource Center/Hestia Fund					Green & Clean Mom, Petoskey
								Hipps-N-Rico, Charlevoix
Keweenaw Star Excursions, Charlevoix
Luxury Bath & Spa, Petoskey
Pleasantview Winery, Harbor Springs	
Randall Chiropractic, Charlevoix
Rocking Horse Toy Company, Charlevoix
Thick & Juicy, Boyne City
Attendees of Magic in the Air Fundraiser

The Great Start Collaborative is currently made up of more than 30 different participants and organizations from around the community.  Representatives from business, health, education, human services, legislative, higher education, non-profit, court systems, and parents are committed to creating a movement in our area that seeks to involve the entire community in supporting families as they raise their young children to succeed in school and in life.
For more information… contact Maureen Hollocker 231.582.8070 or greatstartforkids@gmail.com
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